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On the morning of August 6 the Bratton began patrolling the bay off 
Tampa to prevent the escape of refugees by water unless satisfactory 
passes were presented. This work was kept up until August 13, and 
during that time 51 vessels were overhauled and inspected, and 19 were 
turned back on account of not holding satisfactory passes signed by the 
State health officer. Although considerably handicapped by her small 
coal capacity, and lack of search light for night work, the Bratton has 
done efficient work and has proved herself an able sea boat and well 
adapted for patrol work. 

Much inconvenience has been experienced during the season on 
account of great difficulty in securing satisfactory crews. The men 
have as a rule proved themselves not amenable to even ordinary disci- 
pline and left the vessel over the slightest reprimand, and the frequent 
changing of crews necessitated thereby has prevented, to a large extent, 
the observation of the uniform regulations. In this connection I would 
respectfully recommend that, if possible, some arrangement should be 
made whereby the crew of the vessel could be enlisted and some suit- 
able punishment be provided in cases of desertion. 

1 would also respectfully recommend that uniforms be furnished the 
crew, excepting the pilot and engineer, as is done in the Eevenue Cut- 
ter Service. In this way it would be possible to maintain proper disci- 
pline and obtain greater efficiency in the crew, and having well-trained 
men would greatly curtail waste and more than save cost of uniforms 
during the season. 

Much difficulty has been experienced in obtaining satisfactory subsist- 
ence supplies, fuel, etc. , on account of lack of competition and resulting 
high prices. 

The Bratton is now tied up in the Hillsboro Eiver, at Tampa, near 
Sweat's steam ways, and her upper works have been covered with can- 
vas to protect her from sun and rain. 

Explicit written orders have been given her pilot and engineer as to 
her proper care and preservation while she is out of commission, and 
copies of these orders have been sent the Bureau. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Corput, 

Assistant Surgeon, U, 8. M. H. S. , In Command. 

Vessels from Mexican, Cuban, and Central American ports inspected at 

Reedy Island Quarantine. 

Eeedt Island Quarantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., September SO, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the following vessels from Mexi- 
can, Cuban, and Central American ports were inspected at this quar- 
antine during the week ended September 22, 1900: September 16, 1900, 
steamship Grayfield, from Santiago de Cuba, with iron ore ; no passen- 
gers. Bill of health signed by Assistant Surgeon Von Ezdorf. 

September 17, 1900, steamship Newcastle, from Tampico, in ballast ; 
no passengers ; bill of health signed by consul. 

Eespectfully, T. F. Biohardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S., In Command. 

Smallpox in Colorado. 

Denver, Colo., September 24, 1900. 
Sir : Since my report to you of September 18 the following cases of 
smallpox have been reported to this office for the week ended September 



2437 October 5, 1900 

24 : Aguilar, Las Animas County, 2 cases, September 18 ; source of 
infection, Aguilar. Glenwood Springs, Garfield County, 1 case, Sep- 
tember 12; source of infection, Glenwood Springs. Pueblo, Pueblo 
County, 11 cases, September 16 and September 18; source of infection, 
Pueblo. Smallpox reported at Walden, Larimer County. Number of 
cases definitely reported, 14 ; number of deaths, 1. 

Bespectfully, G. E. Tyler, 

Secretary. 

Smallpox in Portland, Oreg. 

Portland, Oreg., September 25, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to report the discovery of 3 mild cases of 
smallpox in the city of Portland within the two days just passed. One 
is kept in quarantine at his residence, the others are at the pesthouse. 
Source of contagion in 1 case unknown, in the other 2 supposed to 
have been brought from the State of Washington, where mild cases 
have appeared from time to time during the summer. 

Bespectfully, C. H. Wheeler, 

Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., September 22, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the 
honor to transmit herewith summary of work at this station during the 
week ended September 22, 1900 : Inspection of Mexican Central Eailroad 
passenger trains, 125 persons; inspection of Bio Grande and Pacific 
Eailroad passenger trains, 28 persons ; inspection of Mexican Central 
Eailroad immigrants, 40 ; inspection of Italian opera troupe, 35 persons ; 
inspection of Mexican band of musicians, 27 persons ; disinfection of 
clothes, blankets, etc., of Mexican immigrants, 24 bundles ; disinfection 
of soiled linen reimported for laundry work, 414 pieces ; vaccination of 
immigrants and children. 

E. Alexander, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Laredo, Tex., September 25, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit the following report for week ended September 22, 1900: 
Inspected and passed persons on Mexican National Eailroad, 720 ; immi- 
grants inspected and passed, 27; immigrant children vaccinated, 8; 
Italian immigrant inspected and passed, 1. 

September 17, disinfected 1 trunk of clothing six days out from Sole- 
dad, State of Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Statistical reports ofStatesand cities of the United States — Yearly and monthly. 

Maine — Portland. — Four weeks ended June 9, 1900. Estimated 
population, 50,000. Total number of deaths, 69, including diphtheria, 
2, and 9 from tuberculosis. 

Four weeks ended July 7, 1900. Total number of deaths, 60, includ- 
ing diphtheria, 2 ; whooping cough, 2, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

Four weeks ended August 4, 1900. Total number of deaths, 81, 
including enteric fever, 1, and 3 from tuberculosis. 



